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What’s going to be happening at the Cemetery? 

Next year is Phase Two of the Project: the focus being trees and landscaping. Diseased and damaged 

trees, as well as those causing damage to walls and graves, will make way for new stock that is being 

planned to bring more native flowering species and a greater variety of colour throughout the year. 

Pruning and coppicing will also raise crowns of some trees to encourage vigour and enhance the 

views through the Cemetery as requested in public consultations. 

During January and February, you will see a lot of activity – mainly in the two upper sections of the 

Cemetery (furthest from the High Street). Some trees and bushes are causing damage to the 

Cemetery’s infrastructure; others have simply come to the end of their natural lives. Our neighbours 

have complained that their gardens are now in shade as a result of trees that have grown out of 

control. The tree works have been approved by Berkhamsted Town Council and Dacorum Borough 

Council and have been submitted for consent under the Cemetery’s general Faculty to the Diocesan 

Registrar. 

What changes will I see? 

So that all work is completed efficiently before the start of the nesting season for birds, the 

Contractors will need to work swiftly, and in order to ensure the Health and Safety of all, they may 

need to restrict access to areas at short notice. We will be providing contact numbers for the 

duration of the work for any particular issues or questions during the works.  

Because of other landscaping works such as the new Garden of Remembrance, the re-planting with 

new stock will not take place until 2020. The changes may seem dramatic in the interval between 

the removal and re-planting, but it is important to remember that this is a once in a lifetime 

opportunity. With the National Lottery funding we are addressing a back-log of essential 

maintenance and plan and plant for the future. 

How long will the work take? 

The work is to be completed within a two-week period, unless affected by adverse weather 

conditions.  

When will it start? 

The tree work is planned to be completed before the 2019 bird nesting season. Notices of the actual 

dates will be placed on our website, Facebook page and on each of the two entrances to the 

cemetery.  

What kind of trees are to be removed? 

None of the trees that will be removed was part of the original planting when the two Cemetery 

extensions were created. Sycamore in particular is very invasive, and it has self -seeded throughout 

the space causing damage to monuments and walls. Sycamore trees shed branches as they get 

older, and some of the trees scheduled for felling have dropped large branches onto the pavement 
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on Three Close Lane. Their dropped leaves cause slippery conditions on pavements in wet and icy 

weather. There are other areas where holly bushes have self-seeded and the resulting trees and 

saplings will cause damage to walls as they grow. 

How many trees are we talking about being felled? 

There will be 6 Sycamores, 2 Ash (see below), one Yew and one Elm. Some of these have already 

died, others are diseased and dropping branches which present a safety hazard. Other trees will 

remain but look very different as they are coppiced to remove straggly old wood and encourage new 

growth from the trunk. On some trees we will lift the crown (i.e. remove lower branches) to make 

space for pathways, encourage future growth and improve views across the valley.  

What will happen to the wood that is being removed? 

Some of the best wood will be kept for use as part of the landscaping. Other wood being removed is 

dead and decaying. All wood taken out of the cemetery will be used for timber or recycled as 

compost or woodchip. There will be no bonfires in the cemetery as a result of these tree works.  

What are the trees/hedges being used in the re-planting? 

Re-planting will be carried out towards the end of the project in Phase Three - 2020, once the hard 

landscaping for the Garden of Remembrance and other works are complete. The species to be 

planted will be Tulipwood, Lime, Magnolia, Flowering Cherry as well as English and Irish yews.  

In addition, perhaps unusually for a Cemetery, we will be including an Apple tree – Lane’s Prince 

Albert apple was developed by the internationally known nursery firm based in Berkhamsted, to 

mark the visit of Queen Victoria and Prince Albert to the town in 1841.   The apple tree will be 

planted close to the graves of the Lane family in the Lower Cemetery. Some of the Holly bushes are 

being replaced and in addition Hornbeam bushes will be added. 

Why no replacement Ash Trees? 

The two ash trees scheduled for felling are both poor specimens and are self-seeded. One had been 

felled previously, around 40 years ago, but has re-sprouted from the base with multiple, rather 

misshapen trunks. The other has been damaged by squirrels chewing the bark and is amongst a 

crowded and shaded area of the cemetery; removing it will allow more room for other trees to grow.  

Ash trees are currently being affected by a disease known as Ash Die-Back. At this stage it appears 

that the remaining ash trees in the cemetery may be infected but they will be left standing. We feel 

that a wider variety of trees should be planted in the cemetery to provide greater interest and 

diversity, which will also ensure that the landscape is protected in the event that Ash Die-Back 

continues to affect trees in future. 

If you would like to know more about the trees in Rectory Lane Cemetery or wish to discuss the tree 

works in more detail, please contact the Project Manager, Dr James Moir on 07545 786372.  James 

will also be happy to discuss with you the wider scope of works taking place in 2019 and 2020. 


